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THE INTERNET GAMBLING
PROHIBITION ACT OF 1999

HON. BOB GOODLATTE
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 21, 1999

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to introduce the Internet Gambling Prohibition
Act of 1999, along with my colleagues, Rep-
resentative FRANK LOBIONDO, Representative
FRANK WOLF, Representative RICK BOUCHER,
Representative JIM GIBBONS, and Representa-
tive VIRGIL GOODE. I look forward to working
with my colleagues from both sides of the
aisle to see this legislation signed into law. I
would also like to thank my friend in the other
Chamber, Senator JON KYL for his leadership
on this issue. The legislation that Mr.
LOBIONDO and I are introducing today is simi-
lar to legislation which Representative
LOBIONDO, and I introduced in the last Con-
gress. I am also looking forward to working
with Senator KYL, who has introduced similar
legislation in the Senate.

The Internet is a revolutionary tool that dra-
matically affects the way we communicate,
conduct business, and access information. As
it knows no boundaries, the Internet is
accessed by folks in rural and urban areas
alike, in large countries as well as small. The
Internet is currently expanding by leaps and
bounds; however, it has not yet come close to
reaching its true potential as a medium for
commerce and communication.

One of the main reasons that the Internet
has not reached this potential is that many
folks view it as a wild frontier, with no safe-
guards to protect children and no legal infra-
structure to prevent online criminal activity.
The ability of the world wide web to penetrate
every home and community across the globe
has both positive and negative implications—
while it can be an invaluable source of infor-
mation and means of communication, it can
also override community values and stand-
ards, subjecting them to whatever may or may
not be found online. In short, the Internet is a
challenge to the sovereignty of civilized com-
munities, States, and nations to decide what is
appropriate and decent behavior.

Gambling is an excellent example of this sit-
uation. It is illegal unless regulated by the
States. With the development of the Internet,
however, prohibitions and regulations gov-
erning gambling have been turned on their
head. No longer do people have to leave the
comfort of their homes and make the affirma-
tive decision to travel to a casino—they can
access the casino from their living rooms.

The legislation I am introducing today will
protect the right of citizens in each State to
decide through their State legislatures if they
want to allow gambling within their borders
and not have that right taken away by off-
shore, fly-by-night operators. The Internet
Gambling Prohibition Act gives law enforce-
ment the tools it needs to crack down on ille-
gal Internet gambling operations by accom-

plishing two main goals: first, providing that
anyone convicted of running an Internet gam-
bling business is liable for a substantial fine
and up to 4 years in prison; and second, giv-
ing law enforcement the ability to request ces-
sation of service to web sites engaging in ille-
gal gambling, with enforcement by court order
if necessary. Additionally, the bill requires the
Attorney General to submit a report to Con-
gress on the effectiveness of its provisions.

It is also important to note that this legisla-
tion does not preempt any State laws, does
not cover online new reporting about gam-
bling, and does not apply to wagering over
non-Internet closed networks in States that
allow such activity. The bill simply brings the
current prohibition against interstate gambling
up to speed with the development of new
technology, as the Internet had not been cre-
ated when the original law was passed and
thus is no covered by it.

Mr. Speaker, online gambling is currently a
$200 million per year business, and could eas-
ily grow to a $1 billion business in the next
few years. It is time to shine a bright light on
Internet gambling in this country, and to put a
stop to this situation before it gets any worse.
The Internet Gambling Prohibition Act, which
will keep children from borrowing the family
credit card, logging on to the family computer,
and losing thousands of dollars all before their
parents get home from work, will do just that.
I urge each of my colleagues to support the
Internet Gambling Prohibition Act of 1999.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE BLACK CANYON
OF THE GUNNISON NATIONAL
PARK AND THOSE WHO MADE IT
POSSIBLE
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with an
overwhelming sense of pride that I now rise to
pay tribute to a truly historic event in the proud
and distinguished history of the great State of
Colorado: the establishment of the Black Can-
yon of the Gunnison National Park.

As the House sponsor of legislation that re-
designated the Black Canyon as a national
park, it gives me great joy to describe for this
esteemed body’s record the beauty of this
truly majestic place. In addition, I would like to
offer my gratitude to a community of individ-
uals instrumental in the long process that ulti-
mately yielded the establishment of the Black
Canyon of the Gunnison National Park.

Mr. Speaker, anyone who has visited the
Black Canyon can attest to its awe-inspiring
natural beauty. Named for the dark rock that
makes up its sheer walls, the Black Canyon is
largely composed of what geologists call base-
ment rocks, the oldest rocks on the earth esti-
mated at 1.7 billion years old. With its narrow
openings, sheer walls, and scenic gorges that
plunge 2000 feet into the clear blue majesty of

the Gunnison River, the Black Canyon is a
natural crown jewel second to none in its mag-
nificent splendor. Though other canyons may
have greater depth or descend on a steeper
course, few combine these attributes as
breathtakingly as does the Black Canyon.

If ever there was a place worthy of the pres-
tigious status that only national park status
can afford, Mr. Speaker, it is the Black Can-
yon. But as you know, national parks don’t just
happen. In this case, it took nearly 15 years,
several Congressional Representatives and
Senators, innumerable locally elected officials,
and a virtual sea of committed citizens in
western Colorado.

Included in this group are the good people
of the Forest Service. During this long and at
times difficult process, the Forest Service has
given tirelessly and beyond measure in the
hopes of making the Black Canyon a national
park. Again and again these great Americans
rose to the challenge, doing everything in their
power to fulfill this dream. Without the Forest
Service’s leadership and perseverance, none
of what we have accomplished would have
ever been possible.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I give my
thanks to the people of the Forest Service
who played a leading role in making the Black
Canyon of the Gunnison National Park a won-
derful reality for Colorado, America, and the
world to enjoy.
f

RICHARD A. WEILAND HONORED

HON. ROB PORTMAN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 21, 1999

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Richard A. Weiland, a well known
Cincinnati civic leader, as he is honored by
the Cincinnati Associates of the Hebrew Union
College Jewish Institute of Religion.

Dick has been a member of the Cincinnati
Associates since the group’s inception, and he
has been a key part of its leadership. He cur-
rently serves as the Associates’ Honorary
Chair.

An energetic and committed community vol-
unteer, Dick is involved in numerous civil and
philanthropic activities. He serves on the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the American Jewish
Committee; the Cincinnati Human Relations
Commission; the Jewish National Fund Advi-
sory Board; the Council of Jewish Federation’s
National Leadership; Jewish Federation of
Cincinnati; Family Service of Cincinnati Advi-
sory Board; and the Ohio Refugee Immigration
Aid Committee. In addition to these challenges
and many others, Dick has been active in the
Coalition for a Drug-Free Greater Cincinnati,
an organization I founded to combat sub-
stance abuse in the Greater Cincinnati com-
munity.

A Cincinnati native, Dick attended Walnut
Hills High School, Williams College, and the
University of Cincinnati College of Law. He
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